The Declaration of War

Adopting the same tactics as those of the German
diplomats, he instructed his ambassador that if Russia
should think "the present moment propitious for a final
settlement of accounts with the Central Empires and
should show herself henceforward bent upon war/3 then
there was nothing to do but await the decision of Fate.(i i)

Thus Berchtold also attempted to throw the responsi-
bility for future events upon Russia. Hermann Lutz
however, who is familiar with the diplomatic documents,
attributes an "unfortunate provocative effect" to the
Austrian declaration of war;(i2) and his opinion is in
strict accordance with the statement in the White Book
distributed to the Reichstag on August 4, 1914.

"We were fully aware/' Bethmann-Hollweg solemnly
declared, "that any military action whatever on the part
of Austria against Serbia might have Russian inter-
vention as its immediate consequence, and therefore might
involve us also in war by reason of our obligations."^)

This statement is no less than a recognition that the
Austrian declaration of war against Serbia was a challenge
to Russia. And Russia was not slow to take it up.
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